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The Character and Nature of ]esus
by Dr. Myron

INTRODUCTION

For two weeks in the summer of 1980,
it was my privilege to teach a summer
school course at Summjt School of Theology
ent'itled, "Contemporary Issues in Theology."
Quite a few of the class members were
min'isters in the Church of God (Seventh
Day). The original plan for the course
called for my speaking on five different
subjects for two days each. However, early
in the first week the class indicated it
would like me to spend two days speaking on
"The Character and Nature of Jesus.,, As a
result, we squeezed four days of lecturesjnto two days and spent the remaining two
days discussing the person of Jesus Christ.
Because of the interest by the class 'in

this topic, it came as no surprise to me
when the editor of ttinisterial. Forum asked
if I would write on this subject for you.

My development of The character and
Nature of Jesus will be jn two parts. In
this first article, I want to set forth a
statement of what I believe about Jesus
Christ and try to show that this statement
is an accurate picture of what the Bjble
teaches. Since some students of the Bible
do not agree with this position, I will try
to respond to various objections in the
second article (to be printed in the June
issue).

THE STATEMENT

Jesus rs the Son of God. IIe is not
God the Father but has aTwags existed with
Xhe Fathez as a member of the Godhead. He

Houghton

shares the Father,s nature, and is, there-
fore, properTq ca71ed ,,God.,, In His
functional reTationship to the Father, Jesus
aTwags has .been and aTwags wil_l_ be subject
to the Father's wi7l. When Jesus was con-
ceived of the Hohl Spirit and born to the
virgin, Iqarg , a human nature was united to
His eternaT divine natute. As the eternaL
Son of God, He is worthg of our worship and
obedience. Such worship and obedience
brings glorg to God the Father.

A WILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER
THE STATEMENT

The "DoctrinaT Beliefs"

I have in front of me two pamphlets.
Both of them are entitled, DoctrinaT Befiefs
of the Church of God (Seventh Dag). One
was printed before 1974 while the other was
printed during .l974. 

The earlier pamphlet has
a fine statement about Jesus but says little
about His relationship to God the Father,
other than that Jesus is God's only begotten
Son and that Jesus was sent from God to be
our Saviour and Redeemer. The 

.|974 edition
of the poctrinai Beliefs pamph'let adds
further statements cgncerning this relation-
ship between Jesus and God the Father. It
tells us that Jesus was present with God in
the creation and that Jesus shared the
Father's glory before He came to earth.

The statement that I am proposing'in
this art'icle does not contradict these
statements 'in the Docxrinal- BeLiefs pamphlet.
Instead, it adds to them;Just as the .l974

ed'ition added to the earlier edition. + p. t5

THE QUARTERLY pWLtCATtON OF THE COUNCTL



MIMSTENIAL FOR

Vol.29,No. 1. March;1981

EDITOR:
Daniel Ddvila

ASSOCIATE EDITORS:
Calvin Burrell
Steve Kurtright

COPY EDITOR:
Fred Walter

TYPING:
Gloria Marquez

LAY OUT:
Daniet Divila
Gloria Marquez

PUBLISHER:

North American Regional
Ministerial Council

MAGAZINE OFFICES:
330 lryest 152nd Avenue
Broomfield, CO 8@20

The UIilISTERIAL FORUM is
quarterly in March, June, September
December; four issues per year. First c
postage paid, Denver, CO.
The MINISTERIAL FORUM is the official
prJblication of the North American
Ministerial Council ol the Church of
(Seventh Day) with general offices
Denver, Colorado. The purpose of
journal is to provide an authorized
ethical means of debating pending
between Council sessions: and to stimu-
late biblical research through open ex-
change of ideas and information, instruc-
tion and resources which will assist the
paslor in his everyday duties. The reader-
ship ol the MINISTERIAL FORUM i

restricted to the members ol the
American Regional Ministerial Council.
Due to the conlroversial nature ol some
issues, minislers should treat such issues
confidentially and should nol share
with the laity. Articles which question or
challenge present church doctrine or
policy should not be viewed as a threat t
unity or as a mark ol disloyalty, but as a
part of the on-going "council process."

Deadline For Submitting

Mat6rial

For The Next lssue

of Forum ls:

May 8, 1981

Send Material To:

Ministerial Forum
P. O. Box 33677

Denver, CO 80233

Editorial: Freedom of Expression Without Retaliat
The First Amendment of the Constitution

Lately the media has focused on 'lfreedom of speech.rl
After all that 'is a const'itutional right which every Amer-
ican wants to protect. The problem wjth th'is right is that'it can be damaging to another. Hence the courts have to
dec'ide whether a person who has claimed this right to ex-
press him/her-self is liable or not. This means that even
though the First Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States grants "freedom of speech" there is a risk
'in the expression of this right. However, it protects the
citizen and gives him/her the right of freedor. of speech.

The Purpose of the Fo-rum

The purpose of this journaT is to pro,t::= ar author-
ized and ethicaf means of debating pending r*csr€*c between
CounciT sessions; and to stimuTate biblical :esearch through
open exchange of ideas and infornation, i::s::*-ction and
resources which wi77 asslst the pastor ir. :--: =-.'ergdag
duties (see the masthead of the Forun).

Forum for Mature Readers

The above paragraph implies that there should be ample
criterion on behalf of the reader. Thcse r"ho wrjte articles
or letters to the Porum should not be cas*"icated just be-
cause the reader disagrees or feels unc3-fsrtable with the
wri tten content. The po l i cy of the -'3r j.-: supports these
thoughts. Articles which question c: ::.;. -=nge present
church doctrine or poTicA shouTd no.:='.'-=:.:ed as a threa:
to unitq or as a mark of disToqaTt,;, :':. 1s a part of the
on-going "counciT process" (Ibjd. ). -f rs is the reason
why mrnrsters shouTd treat such -1s-''-:-= :::-f identiaTlg anc
shouTd nat sL)are them with the fa::-': :bid. ).

The Risk in Writing in the Foram

It'is said that parish'ioners te.3 to hear what they
want to hear, regardless of what is *-ru1y proclaimed or
intended by the preacher. The sa-3 is true about written
articles or letters. Therefore, t,nase rvho write take the
risk of being misunderstood, an; -:::-'-:-:s receiving recrir'"i-
nation from immature col leagues. Trjs is lamentab'le since
we, ministers are to be exanples :f forgiveness and recor-
ciliation, but many a time we ac: as judges without an op'e'
ear. I hope this does not djscoLraEe anyone from writino.
After al1 lve, ministers, have the right to question or
chalTenge present church dcc:ri:-= :r policq and should no:
be viewed as a threat t:; ut::|t'; .! as a mark of disToqaTt;,
but as part of the on-qcin? process of the council.

Writings by Non-Ministers

The edjtorial staff agreed that articles by non-
minjsters may be printed if they are submitted through a

mini ster who is a member of the I'.lARl'lC of the Church of God
(7th Day). lnle have invited John Roina, Director of Media
Outreach, to have a column on church growth, thus replacing
Dr. Arn's column. ble welcome John Roina.

@rrrr@i*zL
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to
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if

My concern i s over the
of my min'isterial brethren
deve'loping. One statement
wh'i ch bothered me was the "
fight" phrase. To me fight
a part of whether we decide
revise our present fjnancia
too much of that in the wor

is the one-to-one program which was
developed, tried and proved by a man lacking
finances but abounding in the understanding-
of and compassion for lost and needy
people...Jesus Christ. Our growth will come
when all of the membership, ministers and
laymen can become involved'in a one-to-one
discipleship program.

. Thank you for giving me the opportunity
to share my feelings. God bless you in youi
work. I really enjoy the M'injsterial Foium.I espec'ia11y enjoy the inn6lra-tTve TEIIgs-16-u
have introduced.

Letters to the Forum

On Self-Sufficienc11

At th'is present tjme I am not opposed
our present financial system. Although I
I this way, I am not opposed to a change
God so desires one.

attitude some
seem to be
i n part'i cu 1 ar
stay in there and
ng should not be
to retain or
system. t^le see

d in which we
live. We need to "stay in there and pray
and fas t and seek God's will." I am not
trad'itional'ist which would hinder my abilI

I{ichaeT D. VTad
West coast District

On the Tribulation

I thought K.C. Walker,s artjcle was a
very clear and concise exam'ination of the
24th Chapter's dealing with the subject of
the tribulation. There is a lot of specula-
tion on the part of some concerning a coming
great tribulatjon before the return of
Christ. The article points out that such an
idea cannot be drawn from Nlatthew 24.

l,li th so much focus on the end t'ime -
its good to understand what to look for and
not look for more than wj1'l happenl

En joyed the art'icle !

Steve Kurtright
SouthwesteLn District

a

itv
to accept change, merely a "cautionist"
wanting God's w j I I to be sought 'in this
matter. Such a drastic change in church
policy must be confirmed by God since this
is His church. If He so desjres the change,
let us change. If He doesn't, 1et us retain
our present sys.tem. By all means let us
formulate our conclusions on God,s leading
and not on the basis of someone elses
influence or ecclesiast'ical clout.

Our growth problem seems to have found
another scapegoat. I am now being told the
growth problem is due to our financial
system whjch jnhibits growth. 0ur growth
problem is due to a lack of understanding of
Biblical evangelism and discipleship. Money
has been spent on a District and local level
to reach the masses of people. To my
knowledge these various programs brought
l'ittle success. The best form of evangelism

ANNOUNCING!
Summit School of Theology

SUMMER SESSION
June 8-19, 1981 in Denver, Colorado

For more information write:
Summit School of Theology
Summer Session
P. O. Box 99677
Denver, Colorado 80239
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Media Outreach

Responds

O. Are we counting on chutch growth through new conve!--: =:
on7g, or are we including people who aTreadg ate Chris:::-:-='
need. to find out about the Church of God's doctrines?

'.,tho

A. In trying to help ',local churches establish goals.a": :rc:rans for.
orowth. U6a i i OutreaLn i s encouragi ng churches [o f ol I :,', -''e sr ggested

Eriaefines as qivEn-In our churchis 10-year goal sta:e-i'--' -S approve6uiaeiines as=nZn-tn our churchis 16-year goal sta:e-i'--. -S apprgvec

Bi ih. Eiecutiie anA Un'ited Missions Boards, our goal --: r:-:le our

,6*U.rr11ip Uy tOSO suggests lhat 25% of our growth-.s.c-':.:e biological

i;.oi' ;;;ir;6 oi-ir,ilii.n oo'n into our .lyl"gh)t 1s: ::::-:-?:-rl:-

O.Dogouknowofotherchurcheswhicharenotorthodox,thatis,:.---
sundag-keeping churches, and which are gtowing because of the prirc-1-=s

bs JohnRoina ir.r.tl=.l"iplopte moving geographically within our ce":-'":rion or

theological'ly .into our Jenominati,ih riom inoth6r"chirch), and-50% should c.-: --r:- conversion

(unsaved people u...pting-;;i;;iion in ft,"ist and fellowihip in our Churc' ": stress that

ih;;; i..'rrggert.i-iriJEfines, not bind'ing ru'les.- Thg suggestion.of 5C" rrrrrri from, con-

vers.ions, however, 
-*igl'li-call for a tejAjritment of outreach priorities i'r-'rr q;-6 churches'

- -: =-.raclanf
^------+):-j:=5LJ

A. The answer is definitely yes, but before I tel-l you who, let me-of"r:':;e about the 
]

principtes suggested in a C-fruich Growth Sem'inar. Th6se principles t:r'!f3t1'are not

theoretical nor idealistic. They are giUticat, practical, and Pfir;e" :r'inciples are

derived from reseaiirr into the fisteit growing'denominations in this c:-'--r'i. The research

sought to determin.-*f',y i-.fruicfl i. grotiing, 6ot necessari 1y hoiv. -f "': c:rcentrate on the

how-to,s, we ,,vould come up with u m.ihoJ.'"approach to growlh. lle'"h::s' approaches don't work

because the needs oi-i-.o**rniiy and the resbltces of a church var,)' f r-r- :l ace to place' A

method should be d;te;minea onfV after the needs and resources ha',e:::'ccnsidered' When we

focus on why a church is growing, !g-disiover principles that car :e s'ccessfu'lly applied in

;;y";o',,n,,;iiv una ;;;';r.,.'ir',. ippli.ition 'r t1iil t:ll:i?':: ::-::):,iri:: ll,:"li:ffi:X,?1"dlly uullllllull I LJ qrru \

methods, depend.i.g-;;;i;'on l[. irLeas and resour.es present in ani:ar'-icr,lar church/community]

situation.

The next important point to consider is that the fastest !rlr;irg churches in the u'S'

are conservatjve. i6oi. denominations showing the greatest loises are rain'line liberal
protestant churches: M.ra the fast gro*ing ionseriative churches, the second fastest growing

denomination .is thl sevenlfi-oay Adveniisi ciurcrr. That denorinaticn grew 35% from 
.l979. 

The

outreach programs ot-if,. SDA ciurch show clear application of the principles found in all the

;;;;i;;.;ni6.uiiiu..r.rrr.r',.s, and roit i*portant'ly, the "unorthocox" doctrines and Sabbath

6bsu"uinc. of the SDA Church have obviously not h'indered its grovrth.

There .is much that we can learn from the fast-growing conservative churches of America.

Perhaps the first *,i'ng i; iIit: t'Je live in tt'g:?T: t':I]i^Iill,tl:.:T:":?t?::'i"ii?.ui,..
:;;";t;.;'Er,,rrtil "nni'*."r.,iu.'ir,."iu;;';.;;';;iuiljiy 

19 "Go,ilg Til: g,lr9iples." It's time

we besin to view outt.rr.t *iir', i ro.e posiil'9 "]l;11'!:; ^1::^:l::":: l1',^,::Jo:,?;,'":l 
tn

il[.]gl.ilth".i.ri.."*.;u."iot..ut.a ioi ioo tong. l-qt's Iut our resources to work w'ith new

i,-''. i gt ti and a new vi s'ion f or the growth we can ach j eve.
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Unity of Message and Mission
the Key to Church Growth

by Nathan Lauson

r absol-utelg beTieve that the keg to the growth of the church of God
(Seventh Dag) is in unitg of message and mission.

INTNODUCTION

Much thought has been given in recent
months to why our church js not growing'in
the dynamic way that we bel'ieve she should.
I believe all of us want the church to grow.
However, there is a diversity of opinions as
to why the church 'is not grow'ing. I want to
share something I feel deeply in my heart.

SCRIPTURAL PLEAS FOR UNITY

Sad1y, we are becoming more and more a
house divided. I say this Out Of concern
and because I see this developing more and
more within the church. Jesus said:

And if a kingdon be divided
against itself, that kingdom
cannot stand. And if a house
be divided against itself,
that house cannot stand
(Uark 3:24,25).

The tJord of God teaches unity of
message and miss'ion. In my opinjon the
church will not experience growth until we
work more fervently. Following are several
scriptural pleas for unity of message and
mission in the church.

Now I beseech gou, brethren, bg
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ge all speak the same thing,
and that there be no divisions
among gou, but that ge be per-
fectTg joined together in the same
nind and in the same judgment
( f Corinthians 1:70 )

Endeavering to keep the unitg of
the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one bodg. (Ephesians 4:j,
4).

Ti77 we a77 come in the unitg of
the faith, and of the knowtedge
of the Son of God, unto a per-
fect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of
Christ ( Ephesians 4: L3 ) .

We then, as workers together
with him... (II Corinthians
a.1l

In the book of Acts the church has a
common mission and they were all jnvol'red.
Following persecut'ion in Jerusalem, the
di sciples were rr. .. scattered abroad,, and
". ..went everywhere preaching the word,,
(Acts B:4).

When the church experienced doctrinal
disunjty, they met at Jerusalem (Acts 15)
and through counsel, study, and prayer, the1,,
came to agreement. These agreements were
passed on to the congregat'i ons. The chur"cr
experienced unity of message and grew.

And as theg went through the citie:,
they deTivered them the decrees cc
keep, that were ordained of the
apostTes and eTders who were at
JerusaLem. And so were the
churches estabTished in the faitk,
and increased :n number dailq (Ac=:
76:4,5).

The church found unity of missjon a.:
message and grew.

Brethren, we need to become a .hc:--:
united i n message and mi ss i on. Then vre ,,, : I -

grow !

ORGANIZATION IS NOT THE PROBLE\I

It seems to me that we are alvrays
trying to reorgan'ize the church, thinki.:
that our organization'is the problerr t"::
stagnates our growth. S'ince I have beer ,.
the mjnistry it seems to me that r.le ha,r:
constantly reorganized, always tryinc a

.},I1]SIENIAL FORUM, MAR 1981



little different system. t,je have reorganized,
then we reorganized our reorganization, then
lve reorgan'i zed the reorgan'i zati on of our re-
organization. .Now it seems that we want to
reorganlze agaln.

Brethren, I am not against improving
the work and organization of the church.
However, I am tired of constant reorgan'iza-
tion. I do not believe that is our problem
with growth. Revamping the church again will
not solve our church growth problems.

When are we go'ing to get down to the
business of mrssion and message? It is pain-
ful to the church body to be always re-
organiz'ing. The church never has rest and
peice. When are we going to give the people
confidence that we have a missron and a

message? I do not believe the church will
grow until we do.

Our problem is not our system. There
are examples of growing church organizations
with a variety of organizat'ional systems.
They range from very central church govern-
ment to very local church government systems.
The thing I notice about growing church
organizaiions is that they have units in
their mjssion and message.

hJe talk about where finances have gone

and been spent. It bothers me that we have

spent tens of thousands of dollars to hold
each Mi ni ster i al Counci I . l'le have come to

I decisions about doctrines. Yet, t^te are ex-
I periencing less unity of message. How well
I have those tens of thousands of dollars been

I

II Scrinture TranslationsI il', | \\
LR each New Peak of11

I / ''':::T.1:::""\

IHA\
II
I uEw Y0RK, February -- Since the invention

of the printing press at least one book of
the Bibie had 6een publ ished by the end of
1980 'in .l,710 of the world's languages and

spent? It seems to me that the example in
the earTq church was to come to an agree-
ment and then to establish the churches.
That unity brought growth to the church in
mu I t'itudes.

CONCLUSION

I believe we need to give immediate
and serious attention to un-1tg oi :ission
and message w'ithin the Church of God

(Seventh Day). I think it is the key to
recei ving God's blessi ngs and to a growing
church.

That we henceforXh be no
chiTdren, tossed to and
carried about with everY
doctrine, bq the sTeigh
and cunning craftiness,
theq fie in wait to dece
But, speaking the truth
mag grow up into hin 7:
things, who is the heai,
Christ;
From whom the whol-e
joined together and
bg that which ever';
according to the =:
in xhe measure of 

=
maketh increase c ! =:-: :::; ::-:o
the edifging of ::-':-: :: -:-.'=
(Ephesians 4:14-,4,.

.N IS UNITYTHE KEY TO

OF MISSION AND ,

A GF.C;;.:::

dist'inct dialects, acc.r:ing to the
American Bible Soc jei,v'

The American 3ible Society's annual
language count re','ealei an increase of 27

laniuaies over the .1979 figure of .l,683 
and

*ar(s ihe first tire lhe 3ib1e or part
thereof has been published in more than
I ,700 I angu ages.

Among the rany ne'rr translations in
which a whole book of 'uhe Bible appeared for
the f irst t'ime ei Eht, were added 'in Latin
America, three in Africa, five in Australia,
three in the Philippines and two jn Guinea-
Bissau.

Two complete Bibles were pubf ished for
the first time: Kimbundu in Angola, and

K'inandi in Zaire. Each was published by its
own Bible Socjety under the auspices of t.he

66-member United Bible Soc'ieties, a federa-
t'i on of autonomous national Societ'i es world-
wide. ->
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should unity Take Precedence over Truth?
by Pastor Ray Youngs

INTRODUCTION Bible truth to what is pleasing to God. If
we truly are united in Spirit, truth and

During the past decades, we have purpose -- then the Lord can bless a union.
heard much about the Ecumenical Movement If it cannot be accomplished without com-
and The l^lorld Counci I of Churches -- as promising and sacrif icing truth, it wi I I not
they are pushing their way toward a one- bring the bless'ing of the Lord, but a curse.
world refigion. Many sincere Christian "Be ge not unequalTq goked together with un-
leaders have desired and emphasized "unity." beLievers; for what fellowship hath right-
True Christ'ianity loves its fellow be- eousness? and what conmunion hath tight with
l'i evers and unity among all believers'i s the darkness?,, (2 corinthians 6:74). ,,And if a
idea1, but the Christian leaders of today house be divided against itseTf, that house
want unity so much that they have made un- cannot stand,, (Mark i:25). Are we willinq
warranted and unscriptural concessions to to compromise our belief in that certain -

liberal leaders in their search for unity. truths are not only vital to our ChristianActually this'is not unity -- but uniformity. walk but these truths are pleas'ing to eod?

SCRIPTURAL (Il{lTY When it comes to church unity or church

Unity based so1e1y on the scriptures ?[?lt!;rl?:.1]i?:rt?l'?nlnil.T!ilro3rt353l
is wonderful. Thjs is the unity which the They are much more important than the
Apostle Paul wrote about and which the early feelings of our fellowman.
church achieved - a unity brought about be-
cause each individual was f it tad with the colgcLusloN
Holy Spirit so that each possessed a
genuine love for the truth and for each I feel that the main jssues of th'is
other. Th'is is the unity of the faith, the dialogue should hinge on whether we are right
blessing of real salvation! (Psalms .l33:l). or they are right in the doctrinal issues of
D oN',r c oMpR oMt sE G oD,s :3;1,:?yff!..r,if;!r.?l';:,T,i;o3li]lr.i.,..TRUTHS them: church unity, that is achieved

Concerning the tvleridian Church of God through compromise, or church unity that is
Seventh Day dialogue, I fee.l that on achieved without compromising God's important
fundamental consideratjon should be given to truths. e

There were 24 languages in which complete
New Testaments were reported published for Seventy-five additional Portions, (at
the first t'ime. New Testaments were the least a single book of the Bible) werefjrst Scriptures ever published in the reported pub'lished for the first time in
languages of Ezaa, Ikwo and Izi. All are in .l980. 

This represents 20 languages in theNigeria. Philippines, lr in Mexico, g in Australia,
4 each in Braz.il and Ethiopia and 3 each in

Geographically speaking, Africa has Colombia and Guatemala.
the largest number of languages (499) in
wh'ich at least one book of the Bible has The historic language ta11y, dating
been translated. Asia ranks second with from the "first printed SlUte in'1456,,,"js
434 languages and Latin America third with compiled from copies of the new Scriptures283, In Australja and the South Pacific, received from varjous organizations'by the 

IScriptures have been published in 25.l ABS library, the largesi collection 6f its Ilanguages, in Europe 179, and in North k'ind in the world, wiih more than 39,000 IAmerica 62. volumes of Scripture, documents and I

reference j tems. I

The complete Bible has been published 
I

in .275 languages,,New Testaments in 495, The American Bible Society, founded Iand Port.ions in 940. in 1816, is a nonprofit interc6nfessional I

organization whose sole purpose is the I

. Esperanto and Volapuk, commonly ca11ed translation, pub'lication, and distribution I'internatjonal languages, are also included of the Ho'ly Sbriptures wjthout doctrjnal Iin the total count of .I.7,l0. 
note or comment ind without profit. e I
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J(npinrl bio,y

by Robert Coulter

Recently a min'isterial co1league
inquired about a person I had baptized.
A quick check of nry records. showed that
the baptism had occurred 'in the summer of
the m'id 50' s .

Because I keeP a dailY diarY from
which I transfer information of th'is nature
to a permanent record, I was able to pro-
vide ful.l information regarding the time
and place of this particular baptismal
serv i ce.

I heartjly endorse the idea of keeping
a daily diary of all ministeria'l activities.
My d'iaries go back twenty-five years to the
beginning of my own pastoral work. i
reiord the time I spend 'in study. I l'ist
the names of persons on whom I call or who

ca'll on me at the office. I record the
number of letters I write and any expense
incurred which is to be reimbursed. I also
keep a running record of my personal and

bus i ness mi l eage .

The book I use has an interesting
little feature. It has a place to check the
weather - fair, cloudy, rain, or snow'in one

of the upper margin of each page. I check
those each day as I make my daily entries.
A1so, the book I have used for most of the
past 25 years has a summary page following
the entry for the last day of each month.
This is a perfect place to summarize my

monthly activities such as the number of
sermons and Bible studies, letters written,
ca11s, etc. What a he1p, this summary of
my income and expenses are when I figure my

income tax each year.

From my daily diary, I transfer some

information into a running, permanent
record. My permanent record includes the
date, places and names of all persons whom

I have baptized, married, received into
church membership and for whom I con-
ducted memorial services. Thus when my

memory fails to recall one of these events
and the people involved, I can turn to my

record and verify the circumstances
surrounding that particular event.

I have found my record keeping useful
in helping to prepare obituaries, reissue
lost membershi.p certificates and recon-
structing mi splaced congregational membership
records.

My diaries while not classic in their
f iterary value contain a wealth of information
and references for me. Who knows? I might
want to write my memoirs one of these days! fl
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Local Autonom,A
fs Biblical Leadership

by Robert

INTRODUCTION

The differences between us are not
biblical differences, but man made. If we
would both turn back to the Bible and
common sense we would be able to teach the
same.

LET THE LORD LEAI)

Our trouble today resembles the early
Church's schismatic'issues: leadership,
customs, traditions and judging one
another.

lnle need to return to the proper
positions in the Church of God: let Christ
be the head; 1et the Holy Spirit gu'ide;
let God add to the Church; and 1et's preach
the l,lord as it is written (speak where'it
speaks and stop where it stops).

Jesus said, "I (not man) will build
ns church (not another)." He is the master
builder. A bui1der employs more than one
too'l and He (a1one) selects it for the job
He intends to perform. He may have more
than one kind of the same tool. For ex-
amp1e, all saws are different; they come jn
different shapes and sizes, but each one
does the same job 'in i ts own way. If we
let the master builder select the tool He
wants to use f or the job, I et H'im gui de i n
His way and the job wi11 get done. Many
mistakenly believe all preachers should
preform the same way; this is only not
scriptural, nor even common sense.
Let's not nuzzle the ox that's doing the
work.

I EAIDORSE LOCAL AUTONOMY

I myself have run into trouble with
foolish leadership laws made by man that do
more harm than good. Laws made without
care and concern are of value to no one.

As for administration I too feel it's
time to change for a less costly method
that will benefit all and not just a select
few.

Bodine

Local_ sel_f-financial_ suffic:.encu is atong im 
-

all for it. I've seen it woik-wTth several
groups. I wouldn,t close my eyes to some-
thing that works, instead I woutO study itcarefully. After all it is the way of-the
Bi ble.

Too many today look on relig.ion as a
busjness and the m'inistry as a piofess-ion
or a mere job. Religion is a way of life
and the ministry is a responsibility. Under
local autonomy all churches would have their
own pastors and be able to support their
own projects. l^le do not need just a few
churches. l^le need a church.i n every town,
regardless of size. We need to go where
people are and do not expect them to come
to us.

ON MIMS TE RIAL EDU CATI ON

As for school s to tra.in the mi ni ster
I'm not acquainted wjth them. But we use
them the wrong way. lde have the mistaken
idea that if a man cannot attend seminary heis not fit to pastor a church. Not everyone
due to responsibilit'ies, is able to move to
another locat'ion to attend school, and many
cannot afford the cost. Is it fair to rejec
them because of thi s? 0ur pr.int.ing presses
could be used to put out home study coursesfor those who cannot afford to attend our
seminary. Other groups do this with good
results.

CONCLUSION

It is about time we stop and take a
good look at ourse.lves and ask the all
important question', Are we the church of God.
or have we started another?

Oavia anO Saul were both ano.inted of
God to lead Israel. There was a big
difference between them; Dav.id was i ljtile
man ('in s'ize) compared to Sau1, but David
was a much bigger man in the eyes of God.
Because when he found he was wrong he would
change. Can we dare to be a Dav.id? n
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My Experience

With the Biblical Dietary Law

in the

General Council Org anization
by Haskell Hawkins

Being born of Church of God parents who

very strictly taught and observed the B'ibli-
cal dietary 1aws, I inherited some of the
emot'ionalism that often surfaced when that
doctri ne was cal I ed i n questi on. I real 'ly

don't understand why people so often get
frustrated and angered, los'ing their ratjon-
ality and possibly their Chrjstianity over
thjs doctrine. Possibly it stems from an old
tract printed many years ago entit'led, "From
His Tail to His Snout." It was written with
a healthy dose of sarcasm. There must be

other reasons, too.

Although I consider that the clean law is
to be observed today as many of the brethren
of the General Council do, yet we - the
General Council ministerial body - have
been able to overcome the emotional block
which causes so much trouble so that we

have been able to deal with it, I believe,
very rat'iona'l 1y.

We have establ'ished a mutual trust
through fair, honest and sincere deaf ings
with each other over a period of years. Any
minister is free to express his views but I
have never had anyone try to undermine
people I have studied wjth or any member of
my congregation. Neither have I taken advan-

tage of any of my brethren who differ with
me on the subiect. Perhaps there are some

min'isters of the organizat'ion whose views
are not well known among the membership.
There are some both pro and con whose v'iews

are known, yet there is no schism in the
body over this d'ifference. If the subiect
surfaces we express our views with love and

respect for God's I.Jord and mankind, leaving
i t at that.

Once we studjed the subiect at a ministe
ial retreat. Though I know of no one who

changed h'is opinion, I knew we were drawn

clos6r together because we had approached
the unappioachable and had maintained a

spirit of brotherlY 1ove.

One needs not fear being served unclean
meats at the Merjdian camp meet'ings or
youth camps. Those who purchase, cook or 

-6iing food for the camp meetings are extreme
1y cireful to s6rve only those foods that
can be enioyed bY all.

The General Council does not take a stand
on the d'ietary law' It is left entirely to
one's personal convict'ion. I have become

comfortable with 'it that way and I believe
God is pleased. 0
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The Clean and Unclean
(A sgnopsis of the doctrine and practice bg the General Conference)

by Ray Straub

The General Conference of the Church of
God (Seventh Day), with general offices in
Denver, Colorado, tea.ches that there is a
difference existing between clean and unclean
meats and that meats should not be eaten
which the law (Leviticus 11; Deuteronomy 14:
3-20) designates to be unclean.

Two approaches are used to arrive at this
conclusion: the legalistic and the hygienlc.
These schools of thought suggest diffeiing
emphasls. Both maintain the dietary disci_
pline. There is no friction nor discord
in evidence between_them. One is not inde_
pendent of the other. Legalists clte hy_
gienic evldence, and the hygienists make ref_
erence to 1ega1 involvement.
The Legalistic Approach

This teaching proposes that the distinc_
tion between c1ean and unclean animals is
established by 1aw which existed before Irloses.
It arrives at its conclusion by inference,
reasoning that Genesis 26:5 embodies a 1aw
dealing with the clean and unclean. The verse
reads, 'rBecause that Abraham obeyed my voice,
and kept my charge, my commandments, my stat_
utes, and my laws.'l

Evidence of the early existence of this
kind of law is noted in Genesis 1:29, ilAnd
God said, Behold, I have given you every herb
bearing seed, which is upon the face of all
the earth, and every tree yielrling !!!g; to
you it sha11 be for meatJ'

This instruction is regarded to restrict
ttre eating of vegetables and fruits to those
which come from vegetation bearing seed.
Accordingly, Genesis 9:J (r'Every moving thing
that liveth sha11 be meat for you; even as
the-gr_een herb have I given you all thingy')
would be restrictive, because it cites the
1aw stated in Genesis 1:29.

The fulfillment of the 1aw of Moses would
bring about the termination of a11 laws in_volving contamination and diet except those
which existed before Moses. The'law referredto in Genesis 1:29 and 9:3 and the distinction
between clean and unclean animals by Noah,
support this teaching. The laws existed nearthe beginning, and they will remain throughthis age.

This approach proposes that God tests the
obedience of His people by issuing laws such
as this. Such obedience is characieristic
of Godts family.

The Hygienic Approach

The second approach reasons that, while
God created some animals for food, others
were never intended to be part of the human
diet. The 1aw di.d not establish the differ-
ence; it provided definition.

This school reflects small concern about
the status of law. Since it is physiologi-
cal composition that renders some anirnals
unclean, hygienists see no evidence that the
unclean was cleansed or changed from being
"abominable" to being palatable.
Conclusions by Both Schools

Legalists and hygienists feel that consis
tent derogatory references to unclean anima
in the New Testanent support the ',no changeil
opinion. They note the entry of demons into
swine (Luke B;32, 53; Mark 5:1B); the de-
graded, repugnant status of the prodigal
swine-feeding son (Luke 15:14-16); and the
comparison of an apostate to a dog and sow
in 2 Peter 2:22.

Both schools of thought regard Isaiah 66:
15ff to be either primarily or secondarily
eschatological.

Practice in Response to the Theology,

A potential member probably would not be
questioned directly regarding his teaching
unless it became an issue previously. He
rr'ould be taught the Church's position. Sho
it become known that an applicant for member:
ship disagrees with us and intends to con-
tinue eating the unclean meats, lt i.s unli
that a membership would be glven to him.

There are those who are menbers but dis-
agree with the Church on this subject. Unles
discordant behavlor is demonstrated, their
right to enjoy membership in good standing
remains unquestioned.

A ministerial applicant who asserts a co
flicting opinion on the subject of clean and
unclean meats would 1ike1y be refused docu-
mentation.

Hopefully, the explanations given repre-
sent at least an approximation of the posi-
tion(s) and practice of the General Confer-
ence in regard to the rrmeatsil issue.

It does not intend to offer personal r'ieri
point or evaluation. fl
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Historical Review of the Doctrine of
"Clean and Unclean Meats"

by Robert Coulter

In the earliest stages of the development of the
Church of God (Seventh Day) the doctrinal concerns
ofthe Church were the second advent ofJesus Christ
and the Sabbath.In Marion, Iowa, Merritt E' CorneII
first attracted an audience by focusing attention on

the second advent, the observance of the whole law
and the unconscious state of the dead.

At the time Gilbert Cranmer began to establish
the Church of Christ in Michigan, and the Marion
Church was organized in 1860, neither church was

concerned about the practice of distinguishing bet-
ween clean and unclean meats for food.

In the earliest stages of the Church's develop-
ment, more attention was given in its magazine,
Hope of Israel" to tobacco than the meat's issue'

Gilbert-Cranmer chewed tobacco. This fact was
generally known and was the subject of both criti-
Iir* "ri support as it was debated in the pages of
Lhe Hope.

Jam-es and Ellen G. White report that it was

Cranmer's use of tobacco for one thing that caused
them to deny Gilbert Cranmer a license to preach'
But, at this time (1857-58) neither church had taken
a stand on clean and unclean meats.

The first known reference to the problem of the
consumption of pork as food appeared in the June 10,

1866 issue of the Hope of Israel published in Marion,
Linn County, Iowa. It was a news item. It in no way
defended nor condemned the practice of eating pork'
The item as published in Hope had been selected
from the loca[ newspaper, the Linn County Regr'ster'

It read in part, "No little degxee of excitement had
been occasioned in this vicinity during the past week

I Uy tfr" fact being m-ade..knorrn.that almost eyery
member of a large family of this place have been

affected with the-dreadful disease, Trichinosis'"
The account went on to report that, of a family of

ten, only one abstained from eating pork and was

unaffec[ed by the disease. It seemed that this family
had been eating uncooked yet well-cured ham'

Nearly two years later, the second item appeared
in the May 5, 1868 issue of the Hope of /sroel' This
time it was written by WiIIiam Lockard, Emporia,
Kansas. The title of Mr. Lockard's article was, "Shall
We Reform our Diet?" in which he wrote, "The sub-
ject of diet for health is properly before-the American
people at this time. It is a fact, that in all this western

"orrt.y, 
the earth brings forth her abundance of the

richesi foodfor man and beast, so abundant, so rich,
and of such vast variety, that many indulge their ap-

petites to such a degree that it brings on bilious dis-

eases, and finally DYsPePsia."

"'We see the necessity of preaching 'temperance,'
raising a warning voice against 'gluttony,'but all this
does not prove that it is sin to eat meats that God in
solemn covenant gave to man. 'Every moving thing
that liveth shall be meat for you, even as the green
herb have I given you all things' Genesis 9:3. There
must have been some reason why God gave all things
to man for food (blood excepted) for all of His doings
are founded on principles of strict justice and reason.
Likewise the great sheet in Peter's vision was filled
with 'all manner of four footed beasts of the earth,
and {vild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the
air. And there came a voice to him. Rise, Peter, kill
and eat. But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never
eaten anything common or unclean. And the voice
spake unto him again the second time, What God has
cleansed, that call not thou common' This was done
thrice. Acts 10:12-16. Peter understood that he
should go to the Gentiles and that they were to be

brought into the Church of Christ, though they did
eat of those things which were unclean among the
Jews. He went to them and 'did eat with the Gen-
tiles.' Galatians 2:12. Nor does our selecting those
animals that suit our taste prove too much. It is no
reason that it is any more sinful to eat any of them,
than our selecting some vegetable in preference to
others proves that it is sinful to eat them . . . '"

"While we are taking care of our health let us be

sure we have no moral pollution."
This article and several which follow have an ob-

vious reference to the "health reforms" which were
advocated so prominently during this period. Health
reform in the United States had become popular and
was advocated widely for both secular and religious
reasons. Not all reforms were tied directly to
religious practices, such as those adopted by the Sev-
ent[-Day Adventist Church through the purported
vision Mrs. White had on June 6,1863. Obviously, the
reforms proclaimed by Mrs. White made an impact
upon all Sabbatarian adventists, not excluding those
of this denomination.

While the question of clean and unclean meats
was not discussed frequently in the pages of the
Church's paper, it did make an appearance once in a
while. A letter appeared in the June 10, 1885, issue
of the Aduent and Sabbath Aduocate, published at
Marion, Iowa, from Mrs. Mattie Brady, "I would like
to ask a question, in Leviticus llth chapter, of meats
clean and unclean, are not the unclean meats in that
chapter unclean to us yet! We are not told any place
in the Bibte that they are not unclean to us. Will
someone be so kind as to answer my question . ."

t
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In the next weekly issue of the Aduocate,
published on July 7, 1885, an unnamed author,
presumably the editor, Jacob Brinkerhoff, wrote a
short answer to Mrs. Brady's question. The author
stated that the enactment of pure food laws had
helped to provide the public better and more
wholesome food. He conceded that there were
different opinions on the subject of clean and
unclean before he suggested, "We know that those
animals and flesh meats prohibited to the Israelites
were not as healthy and good for food as were those
allowed; hence those not conducive to health should
be left alone."

Brother Brinkerhoff concluded his reply by refer-
ring to Peter's vision in Acts 10, and asked, "If this
distinction of meats was once good why is it not
now?"

Another article dealing with the health aspect of
food appeared in the February 16, 1886 issue of the
Aduocate. This article was entitled, "Eating and
Drinking." It was written by W. H. Ebert, a frequent
contributor to the paper from Frankton, Indiana.

Mr. Ebert does not use the Bible study format for
his article. He approached it from the health reform
standpoint. He made reference to the likelihood that
eating pork contributes to ill health and bad judg-
ment when it is combined with "all the other bad
habits prevalent among men, such as smoking,
drinking and gluttony."

While there may have been references to the sub-
ject of the clean and unclean in the pages of the
church's magazine, which have been overlooked, the
major items have probably been found and reviewed
for the purpose of this article. In any event, the
Church of God had not taken an official stand on this
subject when John Nuesch again addressed it in the
May 9, 1911 issue of the Bible Aduocolg published at
Stanberry, Missouri. His article entitled, "While Ob-
serving the Weightier Matters Leave Not the Other
lJndone," began, "We have the testimony that the
law given by Moses came from God. Therefore none
of them are old wives'fables. It seems to me that men
would be afraid to think any of them are old wives'
fables."

Brother Nuesch, who wrote much for the Church
of God in his time, then directed his discussion
toward celibacy as commanded by some religious
bodies. He reported that the Bible does not forbid
marriage, and stated, "Therefore celibacy is wrong
except it be a voluntary sacrifice for the sake of
preaching the word of God."

Following this introduction Brother Nuesch took
up the discussion of the clean and unclean. He
reasoned, " . . . To abstain from meats which God pro-
nounced unclean is not foolish and no fable. God
commanded it to his chosen people.

"Brethren, if there was no unclean flesh why was
it mentioned in the Bible? Clean and unclean went
into the ark. There was a distinction even from the
beginning. And although immediately after the flood
God allowed men to eat any kind of flesh (even as
because of the hardness of their hearts He allowed
marriage-divorce), yet it was not so from the begin-

ning. The followers of Christ should not do as the
Gentiles, they ought to walk as Christ walked."

Continuing to develop his theme Brother Nuesch
wrote, "I knew people who would not use hoglard in
their cooking - but they used beef tallow. Such
ought to know that tallow is the worse of the two.
Tallow is not as wholesome even as hoglard,
therefore God forbade it to Israel. We certainly can-
not grow olives here, which are so abundant in all
countries surrounding the whole Mediterranean . . .

But the Creator has provided for us also: there are a
number of vegetables requiring but a very short
growing season, that produce fine oil in abundance. .

The oil of all them can be produced at one third the
cost of hoglard. The real value of the corn, as food by
itself, is much greater than it is after being turned
into flesh and lard by feeding it to hogs."

In the same issue of the Aduocate, editor Jacob
Brinkerhoff wrote a short explanation of the attitude
and policy of the magazine on this subject. He noted,
"On the subject of food, we must be lenient with
those who do not see the matter as we do . . . We
should not ignore the importance of correct habits of
life if we would live good lives. So while one 'believes
he may eat all things,' others believe that a choice of
food is better and tends to good health . . . So in mat-
ters of food many of us feel it of sufficient import to
set it forth."

Brother Brinkerhoff on this and other occasions,
stated that pure food laws had improved the quality
and wholesomeness of food bought in the market
place. It seemed the question of unclean meats was a
matter of health, not doctrine, with the Church of
God.

Shortly after Brother Nuesch's article appeared in
the Aduocale . It was followed by another one in the
JuIy 25, 1911, issue of the paper. This time a fre-
quent writer to the Aduocate from Dubuque, Iowa,
Mrs. J. Smith, wrote an article called, "The Eating
Question."

Mrs. Smith's article is rare in that it approached
the subject of the clean and unclean in the form of a
Bible study. She used various scripture references in
an attempt to prove that the New Testament writers
did not make a difference between clean and unclean
meats for food purposes.

This article was followed by another one in the
August 8, 1911 issue of the paper. "Meat for Food"
was written by G. H. Hutchins, of Frisco, Arkansas.

Mr. Hutchins, who had been a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist, wrote to report that he had just withdrawn
his membership of 26 years from the Adventist
Church over the question ofthe three-day and three-
night entombment of Jesus. Having introduced him-
self, he addressed Mrs. Smith's study with a study of
his own using several scriptures to point out his op-
position to the use of unclean meats for food.

These latter two articles are different from those
which preceded them. They are of the nature of a Bi-
ble study. Previously so much of what had been writ-
ten was offered as opinions about healthful practices.
These two articles attempted to provide Biblical
reasons why meats classified in Moses' law as
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unclean should or should not be eaten. This is impor-
tant because it is possible that it was beginning to
signal a change in attitude of how the Church of God
was eventually to look upon the clean and unclean
meats issue. Undoubtedly the debate on the issue
continued both in and out of the Aduocate. So long as

it was viewed as a matter of health, the policy of
Brother Jacob Brinkerhoff toward leniency was ac-
ceptable. On the other hand, as the issue became
more and more a matter of Bible doctrine, Ieniency
and tolerance gave way to debate and division.

Shortly after the turn of the twentieth century,
the attitude of the Church of God toward differences
in Scriptural understanding was stated as, " . . . We
proclaim the Bible as the divinely inspired Word of
God - all of the Bible is true and inspired, and no
other divine revelation is given to man, but the Bible.
On the plan of salvation, perfect unity; on the parts
of the Bible not a direct part of salvation - charity."

This attitude of charity in the matter of clean and
unclean meats gradually gave way. By the 1927
meeting of the General Conference of the Church of
God (Seventh Day), held August 28 at Rich Hill,
Missouri, the following amendment was adopted to
the Conference's bylaws, "No member of this con-
ference shall teach any doctrine in public which is
not believed by us as a Conference without stating
clearly that such belief has not been endorsed by the
Church of God, but that it is his own individual
opinion."

In the 1929 meeting of the General Conference,
held on August 12, Stanberry, Missouri, an effort to
fortify this amendment failed. The lost motion was,
"Ministers of this conference shall not teach in
public doctrines contrary to those adopted by this
conference." But this conference did manage to pass
a resolution which put it on record regarding the use
of unclean meats for the first time. After much
parliamentary maneuvering the conference passed
this resolution: "Resolved that this conference
recommend that the ministers teach against the
unclean meats and the use of tobacco."

Surprisingly, the 1929 volume of the Bible Aduo'
cofe does not contain articles regarding the unclean
meats. In the May 15, 1930 issue of the Aduocate, a
tract is listed for the first time covering the subject'
It is advertised as, "The Clean and Unclean Meats,"
containing 23 pages, and taking up every objectiona-
ble point offered, which is explained in a clear, com-
prehensive manner, showing that people should dis-
cern between the clean and the unclean."

This tract was written by Theodore J. Flo, a
rninister of the Church of God (Seventh Day) in
Michigan. Brother F'lo reported that he wrote the
i;ract at the request of Elder A. N. Dugger. Later he
expressed disgust at Dugger whom he felt had failed
to support the clean meats issue when he began to
receive heavy criticism from many of the church's
members for his own public stance on the subject. Flo
felt that Dugger should have shared the criticism
and publicly supported the tract.

It would be impossible to report what Dugger's
stand on the question of the meats issue was in 1930.

But as late as 1927 Dugger wrote a letter in which he
identified his long-standing position of that time. He
wrote to a Sister Harrod on May 21, 1927, making
the following statements, " . . . I see you are well read
in the scriptures and understand these questions
real well. I am sure as I have previously stated, and
have been of that opinion for a long while that there
is no sin connected with what we eat. It is impossible
to find scripture to this effect, still it is much better
for our health and spiritual welfare to abstain from
eating the meats that God declared was unclean for-'merly 

. . . From a health standpoint, from my careful
and personal observation in traveling all over the
United States and meeting our people who eat pork
and who do not, I am convinced beyond any question
of doubt whatever that we should not eat it for our
own health, although my family always have eaten it
and I was raised with pork on the table at almost ev-
ery meal."

The May 27 , 1930 issue of the Aduocate carried an
article entitled, "A Scientific View of the Hog." This
article was written by Dr. J. H. Kellogg. In it he
vividly exposed the unfitness of pork for human con-
sumption. He described the physical makeup of
swine which render them unhealthful as food from
his point of view.

From this time on articles seem to appear more
frequently in the Aduocate against the use of pork
for food. Many of them use a mixture of health and
Biblical reasons for not consuming unclean meats.
The question of the clean and unclean meats is
reported to have played a role in the division of the
General Conference of the Church of God (Seventh
Day) in 1933. To what degree this matter was an
issue is hard to say. But it, along with several other
subjects, are reported to have created enough fric-
tion to have provided the excuse for the Salem
organization to come into existence. Shortly after
November 4, 1933, when the Salem Conference was
organized, it published doctrinal statements identi-
cal to those published over the years by the Stanber-
ry Conference. In both statements mention of the
clean and unclean was omitted. Later, however, the
Salem document was revised and it included State-
ment No. 24, as follows, "That the iaw of the clean
and unclean is still to be obsen'ed in this age." This
was followed by several Bible texts.

When the merger of the Salem and Stanberry con-
ferences occurred in 1949. a pamphlet entitled,
"What the Church of God Believes and Why" was
published. In its Foreword it said, "It is . . . deemed
fitting and proper that we set forth the following Ar-
ticles of Belief which were agreed upon by a conven-
tion of ministers, church officers, and other leaders
of the Church, as being the essential doctrine of the
Church." In this tract, Article 18 is listed as the "Law
of Clean and Unclean." It states, "The people of God
and the followers of Christ in this age are to use for
food those things which were given by God for that
purpose, as distinguished from those things desig-
nated as unclean for human use." Sclipture texts
followed.

Continues on p. 2l
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Continued fron P. 7

The Character and Nature of ]esus

Furthermore, the "foreword" of the
rinaT BeTiefs pamphlet makes it clear

that: "These statements do not constitute a
cl-osed creed. The Church of God is open to
spirituaT growth and to new and better
understanding of the Bibfe, A Creed be-
comes an authority and in many re'ligious
denominations replaces the Bible as the
source for what must be believed. The
DoctrinaL Befiefs of the Church of God
(Seventh Dag) are not a creed. InStead,
they summarjze the Church's present under-
standing of what the Bjble teaches on major
points of doctrine.

The po'int I am tryi ng to make i n thi s
part of my defense i s s'imp ly th'is : Nothi ng
in which the Church of God (Seventh Day)
official1y teaches is contrad'icted by my
statement on the relationship between Jesus
and God the Father. In fact, the way the
Church V'i ews itS Doctrinaf Bel-ief s
actually encourages a review and en'largement
of its belief about Jesus.

"Worship in Song,, Hqmnaf

Recently I picked up a copy of worship
in sons the hynnal used in the Church of
God and printed by Bib'le Advocate Press. I
thought to myself: the hymns that we sing
often give a truer picture of what we be-
l'ieve than do our statements of doctrinal
beliefs because when we sing hynns we are

as a #11: All HaiT the Powet. Notice the
first and last verses of thjs hynn: Aff Haij
the power of Jesus, name! Let angels prostrate
fa77; Bring forth the roqal diaden and crown
Hin Lord of alL ! O that with gonder sacred

throng we at His feet naq fa17! WetTl join
the everLasting song, and brown Him Lord ofat7!. This hymn remrnded me of what paul
said in Phif ippians.2:10-'li, that at the
name of Jesus everq knee shouTd bow...and
everg tongue shoufd confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the gTorg of God the Father.

In several hynns (#194, 202, 400) Jesus
is spoken of as a savior divine while in
other hynns (#367, 391), He is descr.ibed as
!'Ig Savior and mg God. TheSe last hyrnns
reminded me of the v'is'it of Jesus after His
resurrection to His disciples when Thomas
responded, Mg Lord and ng God (John 20:28).

In hymn #385 we read, to ! He comes,
with cTouds descendrng, Once fot favored
sinners slain; Thousand thousand saints
attending, Swe77 the triunph of His train:
HaTTeTujah! HaTleTujah! God appears on earth
to reign.

The point being made here is simplythis: These hymns present the Lord Jesus
Christ as a proper object of worship. yet
it is clear from the Scriptural account of
Christ's temptation by the dev'il that God
alone is to be worshipped (Matthew 4:9,10).
Peter rejected worship (Acts 10:25,26) as
did an angel from God (Revelation ZZ:8,9).
But we are encouraged to give the same honor
to Jesus that we would give to God the
Father (John 5:22,23) and God wants all the
angels of God to worsh'ip Jesus (Hebrews 1:6).
Surely we are not wrong, therefore, when we
sing these h;rmns, these songs of worship and ]praise to Jesus Christ. 

]

In Revelation 5:13,14, John hears
every created being-praise both God the
Father and Jesus Christi BTessing, and
honor, and g1orq, and power, be unto hir.
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto tie
Lamb for ever and ever. The fOur beasts
responded w'ith an Amen. May that be our
response, too !

A DEFENSE OF THE STATEMENT

In this section I want to examine the

worsh'ipp.ing and praising God w'ith our total
personal ity rather than discussing doctrine
from an 'intel lectua'l perspect'ive. 0n the
title page of worship in Song are the
following words: A Tteasurg of carefulTq
sefected HUmns. Songs and PsaTms to be sung
to the gTorg of God. If these hymns are
doctrinal'ly correct, perhaps they can help
us'understand the relationship of Jesus to
His Heavenly Father.

The first hymn to catch my attent'ion
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statement as I lvill break it down into 7

parts, looking in the Bible to see if each
part is really what the Bible teaches about
Jesus Christ.

Dana & Mantey, in the'ir book, A ManuaT

crannar -of the Greek New Tqstane.4.t (page
l+OIEve us the answer. According to
them, a;ii the word was with xhe God

po'i nts to Chri-st's feTlowship with xhe
person of the Father whi le and the word
was God emphaSize-s Chrlst's participation
in the essence of the divine natute.

So, when John l: I reads , and the
word was God, it is not trying to identify
Jesus as God the Father; rather, it is
saying that Jesus shares God the Father's
nature and can properly be called God.

In His functionaT relationship to the
Father, Jesus aTwaqs has been and-aTwaqs
wi77 be subiect to the Father's wi77-
[ebrews l0:7 makes it clear that Jesus
came into this world to do the Father's
will. I Corinthjans l5:28 also clearly
teaches that in the eternal k'ingdom, Jesus
as God's Son will Himself be subiect to God

the Father.

When Jesus vtas cc:cbived of the HoTtl Spirit
and born to the vlrci:, ilarq,.a human nature
iis united to His e=et:al- divine.n?tyre-
Gke t ::q-35 express the truth that God's
Spirit was responsible for the birth of
Jbsus to Mary. Romans l:3 shows that Jesus
'i s God's Son and at the same time was
made of the seeC c1 )a:rtC. In order for
Jesus to really be the seed of Dav'id' He

wou I d have to be a tru I y human be'ing. Both
the human and the divine aspects of Jesus
are so united that He does not act as some-

one w'ith a spl i t Persona'li tY.

As the eternal Sct of God, He- is rlo!_lhU-of
our worship and obedienc?. John 5:lB-23
frelps us to understand this truth. In the
context, Jesus has been confronted by the
Jewish leaders for heal'ing a man on the
Sabbath (verses 1-.l6). The response of
Jesus to these leaders is that His Heavenly
Father works on the Sabbath, and therefore,
so does He. In other words, certain things
were permissible by God to do even on the
Sabbath, and it was only Jewish trad'ition
which condemned those things (verse 17).
When Jesus said that God was His own

Father, the Jew'ish leaders interpreted that
to mean that Jesus was cla'iming to be equal
with God the Father (verse lB). A father
gives part of his nature of h'is offspring
(a father elephant produces elephants and

not beaversl). It is in th'is sense that the
religious leaders would have understood
Jesui' claim that since God was H'is own

Father, He must be equal with God. It'is
important, when trying to determine whether
or not the Jew'ish leaders had correct'ly
understood what Jesus was saying to them,
to realize that nowhere in th'is passage does

the Son of God. Matthew 3:.l7
tells us this. At the baptism of

Jesus, a

"This is
p l eased"

voice from heaven is heard, saYing,

. 

my be l oved Son , i n whom I am we1 I

Jesus is not God the Father but has aTwags
existed with the Father as a nenber of the
Godhead. John l:2 presents these truths.
"The same was in the beginning with God."
Let's break this down into further thought.
First, I paraphrase the text to give more
literal meaning and make a l ittle more clear
an important point. "The same literally'
this one was exrst-1ng in the beginn'i ng rn
compang w'i th God. " The i tal i ci zed words
express our add'iti ons. The th'ird addi ti on -
"'in company' with" is a mean'i ng given to
the Greek prepos"ition by Arndt and Gingrich
'in their GREEN-ENGLT;H LEXrcoN (John l:.l,2,
Page 718; see top, left column).

One more thing should be noticed about
John l:2. The phrase in the beginning
does not have the in the Greek.
Li teral ly, i t reads, in beginning 0l rn
a beginninq oY In ang beginning. In the
first edition of the Jehovah's I'litnesses'
translation of the New Testament, this verse
is translated, This one was originalTq
wixh God. (New World TransLation of the
Christian Greek Scriptures, 7950 ).

So, if Jesus was existing w'ith God in
the beg'inning, then He was not God the
Father, yet He was exist'ing with God the
Father from all eternjty, so that at any
po'i nt in the past one wishes to examine,
Jesus was w'ith God.

He shares the Father's nature, and i:,
xherefore) ircperTrl cafTed "cod". John l:l
makes this clear. Notice the last sentence
'i n this versei and the wot:d was God.

Compare this sentence with the sentence
just before it: and the wotd was with
God. In both sentences, Gad 'looks the
same. In the Greek text of these two
sentences, however, there is an important
d'ifference. In one sentence, the
appears before God while in the other, it
does not. Trans I ated I i teral 'l y i t reads :

And the Word was with the God, and the
word was God. So the question is, whY

does the appear before God in the first
art of the verse but not in the last part? Jesus tel'l that they have misunder-
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stood Him. In f act, 13 times 'in verses l9-
23 JeSuS uSeS the lsp65 Father 3pfl Son
to describe His relationsh'ip to God. In
verse 22, Jesus tells the leaders that He,
and not God the Father, will be their
judge! And furthermore, they can blame God
the Father f or caus'ing 'it to be so ! hlhy has
God the Father turned all judgment over to
the Son? Verse 23 gives the answert that
aLL men shouLd honour the Son, even as theg
honour the Father. Thus, God desjres that
the same kind of honor that is g'iven to Him
be also given to H'is Son, Jesus. In fact,
verse 23 goes on to say that a refusal to
give Jesus this honor is a dishonoring of
God the Father !

Such worship and obedience brings glorg to
God the Father. In Isai ah 42-45, the true
and living God speaks. In Isaiah 42:B He

SayS: f an the LORD: that is mq nane: and
mg glorg will I not glve to another. 0Vef
and over again in these chapters He claims
to be the only true God (cf. Isajah 43:10,11:
44:6-8; 45:5-7,' lB-25) and in Isaiah 45:23

God declares that unto Him every knee shall
bow-91! every tongue shall swear. According
to Phi f ipp'ians 2: i 0, 'l I however, every knee 

-

is to bow and every tongue is to confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord. This pra'ise and
adoration to Jesus does not make God the
Father jealous. In fact, as Phi lippians
2:ll states, th'is confessjon that Jesus
Chrjst is Lord is ro the gTorg of God the
Father.

It is no wonder, then, that the hynn-
writer exclajms: Aff haiT the power of
Jesus' name ! Let angeTs prostrate fa17;
Bring forth the rogaT diadem and crown Him
Lord of a77! May our Heavenly Father help
us to worship His Son, also, to the glory of
God the Father. Q

NORTH AMERICAN REGIONAL
MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

July 13 - 14, 1981 Denver University, Denver, Colorado

Registration of the membership for the Council meeting will begin at 1 :30 P.M., July 13. The meeting will
convene at 2:00 P.M., July 13 and adjourn at 3:30 p.M., Juty 14.

Arrangements have been made for the members of the Council to live on the campus of D. U. for the dura-
tion of both the Council and Conference meetings. When you register for Conference, indicate the time ofyour anticipated arrival _on campus. The rooms assigned to you for the Council meeting may be those
assigned to you for the Conference meeting.

The cost o, room and board for the duration of the council meeting will be:

Meals

Monday evening - dinner
Tuesday morning - breakfast
Tuesday noon - lunch
Tuesday evening - dinner

Room:

Monday night (doubte occupancy) T.OO

TOTAL $21.50

The Gonference Fe^e you pay for the meeting_of the General Conference will cover both meetings. Therewill be no additional Conference Fee for the 
-Council 

meeting. 
-

$ 4.50
2.OO
3.50
4.50
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Reprinted with the permission of Ministers Life.

When Fastor Martin
ansr /ered a higher calling,
this is not
$'hat he had in mind.

the clergy could make better use of their time.)

_ As a minister, ),'ou're iust like everl' other human
beingon earth. You often u'aste time. That's a goori
part of the reason vou ma1'feel pressed, tilecl, ancl over-
extenrled. While your famil.r' feels neglecteri.

If this souncls familiar, 1'ou\'e nr-,[ using y<,rur
time u.isely. Instead of managing time, you-'ve becorre

1. The Gompulsive Clergy. (Or: are you
qure what you're doing has to be
done?)
Do I'ou u'urk more than 60 hours a u'eek?
Do vou make a point of letting otherrs knon' .vou

u'ork more than 60 hour-s a u'eek?
I)oes 1'our famih' have to make appointments

to see you?
Do 1'ou often feel rlepresserl?
Is vour cclrtvelsaticln-evelt at a part1,-limitrtl

to 1,our u'ork?
Have \,ou taken less than four tla1,-s 6ff 11 11r"

past .r'ear?
When (antl ifl .i'ou rlo holirlar,, do 1'ou take u'or.k-

lerlatecl rearling?
I)o vou set goals fol vourselfl Fine. At'e thev

reali-stic ?

Do .1.clu feel surroutrderl b.r' loafers'l
Do .vou o\\-]t r.lt()re than tu.o books on "time

management?"

its slave.
Mavbe this report can help. We'll examine four

pig 
-u'a1is_p1-,stols nrisuse time, plus rvays to correct these

habits. We)l also.gi\-e )'ou the titles of books you
ma), rvant to read (one of them was the major: source
of this report).

Psst. \\'e'll lvt t,,Lt irr on ir litlle set.r.et: I/it,i
is tro rt,lotiot bt,ttr,'q,1,,, tlre altouttt,,4tti,ire utrd e.ffitrl
tlttrt.grtes iri_ltt rr trtirrislr,i".s rloi.A-airtl tltt t.l.l't,t,ti"icttess
o.f'tlrut rrrtrk.

. 
But if )'ou at'e antong the contpulsit'e clet'g1.,

.\'{rLl i'e lllt alrrlte. Speerl B. Leas rliil a sturly of pastrtrs
antl their i'eattior) [o leisut.e, time. He founil mtist
pastoi's at'e cl'eatutes of self-conti'ol ancl orclei'.
concelnerl about self-u'olth. Thel' fitrcl it nearl.r' impos-
sible to sit back artrl srnell the flbu'ers. Thev must
be rlt,ing. rloiug. tluing.

Thel'e ii.t'e a trumberr,f reas( )ns fr rt'l his t.,,ntpulsir.t,ness.
Some people are, compulsive u.orkels because ther.i.e
tr.f ingto prove their u'orth. The.r' neerl to accomplish
more than an\'one on the block, in the state. in
the U.S. ol'eyen in histor.l..

Sometimes compulsiveness is rooterl in a sub-
conscious fear of death, <tf something tettible happening
if u'e let rlor.r'n. (Have you evel.gotlert rlepr"sse?l
because \'ou \\'el.e going on vacation?)
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\bu might be compulsive because you cannot
face failure. Like in seminary, when you crammed for
exams. You u'ere never sure you read enough, so
you compulsively set out to study everything within
reach until the very moment of the exam.

It's easy for a minister to become compulsive,
because it's very hard to measure results in your prt-r-
fession. You don't get much clear feedback. So, to
convince yourself you're doing a good job, you pile on
the hours.

There are other fears that feed the compulsive
perrsonality. Fear of intimacy (rvhen somebody gets too
close, you just look at your rvatch). Fear of being
alone u'ith youlself (like the pastoruvho installed a tape
player in his ancient Ford because he said he couldn't
stancl the "inactivity" of his daily 45-minute commute).

You ma.v use .\,our compulsive ll,ork habits
to gain recognition, praise or sympathy. Speed Leas
says that at clergy conferences you often get the
iclea that pastors are the most oppressed.class on earth.
Is this compensatory? Ministers can't measure their
u'orth b-v theil salary-so they measure the value
of their r,r'ork by its volume.

But n'hatever the reason, the compulsive pastor
pays a high price for his or her behavior. First of
all, it's very tiring. And you don't get excellence from
tirerl professionals. You get mecliocrity. Or worse.
(Would you like to board an airliner u'ith a pilot ll'ho
compulsively takes on three claily flights u'hen
he's physically capable of only orie?).-

What's more, n'orkaholics make feu'friends.
Theyre irritable, bored, fussl'anrl vc,ry harri to get
to knoil'.

You can make your compulsiveness work
for you.

,Begin b1, being compulsive about schecluling rest.
Sit dorvn anrl spertrl some time planning all ._voul'
tlar'.. off for t ht- n(,xt )'ear'. !\'hile r',ru'r.e at ii, count
up the total number of days in thb next .\'ear )rou
er.pect to spe.nd u I'iting, conductingmeetings, making
calls, pleaching, etc. Once .vou hav-e all these
numbers, \rour compulsive .side can relax. You've
proven .vou have earned your holiclay.

Be compulsive about a new interest-outside
the church.

_ 'That'-s right,.join something. Get irtvolveil rt,ztlz
otlters rloing something compleiell, removeri front
1'riur u'rtrk life. We emphasize ir-rvolvement u ith out-
siclers,. because, if othei people are dependir-rg on
1'ou, it'll be easier for vou to keep 1'our enci <rTthe
bargain. So make a rve,ekll.rlate. to plav golf, handball,
tennis or briclge.
. .Joitr a gr'oup inter.estecl in gourmet frlocl,

photogtaph.v, hant rarl i, r, lapid ari., h( )l'( )l ( )g\', garrlening,
skiing-or start r-our' ou'n [r.oup. lVhatei;i:r' ihe
;utr.1.e5t, .\'(lur er.r.j{,)'tnent u.ill be enhanceri by shar.ing
it rr ith neu frienrls.

Looking inside yourself for the cause of your
compulsiveness.

What are.1'ou afi.aid ufl What At,e 1'uu ti.r.ing
to ar',rirl bl beirrg per,peluallr.in motir,ril

If r',ru rlon't knorr: the ansu.er, ask vout.spouse.

" .MuI" a regular appointment u'ith another pastor
or friend to reflect on 1.our intentions tti be less'
compulsive.

Set up several times each da.1, for merlitation
ancl.prayer. Times r.vhen 1'ou are comrnitted to
"doing nothing."

And if all these methotls fail, see a professional
counselor or therapist. Life is too short anrl to,,
beautiful to u'or.k light past it.

2. The Procrastinator.,,Work fascinates
me; I could look at it all day."
There is a National Procrastinatrtr's Club.

fhey've.jy-st gotten ar.ound to pianning their 19b0
National C-lonvention.

, The procrastinating pastor deals u'ith unpleasar.rt
tasks one of several ways: He postpones it uniil
it's too.late to do an;'thing (i.e. he has a super idea for
a nerv Christmas morning service, on Chriitmas
Flve). He gets the job done only ofter it's neecled. (He
plans summer school curriculum after the classes
have startecl.) Or, the third anci bv far most popular
plocrastination method is to complete the:ob ,]nlv
ri'ith much frantic activity at the very last minute.

Sometimes we postpone a task because we
don't fully understand what's needed.

The ansu'er here is to develop a process to firtd out
u'hat the problems are, gather lots of informatiorr
and then select certain sper:ific pr.oblems to u'ork on.

You delay because you can't decide.
If 1'ou kneu'u.hat u'as u.antecl, vou'rl tlo it. But

because 1'oui'e unceftain, or because itt th" alternatir.es
are.ecluall.r..gootl (or equally bad) you stall anrl u.ait
for inspilation.
. igoin, .\'()u must tlefine the problem, collect irleas.
,levelop alternatives anrl decicle. Of course. r.ou
must feel confitlent about vt.rur.choire ul vuui'
pl'{('r'astil)ati,rn rvill pelsisi. That's rvher.e merIitatiun
attrl pral'el come in. It's gr,orl tu tell Gorl I.uur.
proble.ms and ask for help. but 1'ou must be quiet long
enough to get the ans\\-er.

You postpone because you forget.
Forgetting is another form of procrastination. \\'e

forget.because ne feel an antag,,niim to rlut.r.. toriarrl
a specific personr or. toward ouilob. This fcugetfulness
is not intentional, it's not consci6uslv u'illecl, "but it
may revea-l wishes and feelings you"have not aclntitterl
to yourself. The best way to deal witn it is to ask
yourselt "Why dit! { fgrge_t that? Is t.here something
y.npleasant about it? Am I afraid of something?
Punishing someone?"

You stall because you work better under pres
f t's true people do u,ork harrier under the stress

of deadlines. But there's no proof ther- rrork
better. You ma1. leave everlthing to the last ntinure
as a cover for sloppy u-clrk. But iou pa1. ft,r.it.

MINISTERIAL FOR(]M, MAR Ig81
19



With the deaclline coming up, )rou have no
room to han(lle unexpected prclblems-or opportunities.
What's more, last-minute rushes make things tougher
for everyone who has to u,ork u'ith you.

And flnally, if you're rn orking u'ith, or leading
a group or committee, you ruin your chance for their
cooperation. Groups u'orking under time pressure give
up participatory style and lake on hierarchical
leadership. But maybe that's r.r'hat you really u,ant.

You procrastinate beeause you're alraid youTl
succeed!

It only sounds crazlr You can be dela-ving a task
because of fear of failing, of not getting recognition,
that the job rvill take too long-but you can also
be afraicl of being torn apart, lrising control ar-rd being
shattered by your ou'n grouthl Like the young single
\\'oman pastor u'ho complained -she coulcln't get her u'ork
done-untii she realizecl she u'as afraid that as a
successful woman pastor', she u'ould be unattractive to men.

if you think you may postpone work for fear
of failing-or succeeding, revieu, the section on com-
pulsive pastors, it might help you.

You put it off simply because it's unpleasant.

We all are guiity of this at times. If a task is
dreaded for some reason, we can find a myriad
of u'ays to avoid it. We use bus\,u'ot'k as a rlivel'sionar.r'
tactic.

1b get around l'ourself, tr'.r' one of these tt.icks
next time you finrl vourself tlau'rlling before a big iob:

-Tel1 other people about .\,our pro.ject, the.t'
become a force to help motivate vou.
-Make yourself sperul five rlinutos on the tlleiltk'rl
task. Anvone can stanrl fir'e minutcs.
-Do a detailerl plan for the iob, step b1' step.
It rv<in't l<-rok so intimirlating.
-Decirle in arlvance to leri'ai'rl I'ourself u'ith a
treat of some kinrl onc(, \'ou ve i.onrpleterl the.job.
(It u-orkecl for I'oui'mon.r anrl tla<1.)

You stall because youte bitten off more than
you can chew.

This is much like the drearlerl task-but it has
the added dimensiotr of being over',1'herlming. When
this happens, the smartest ansu'er is to break a too-
big job into bite-size pieces. Write clorvn u'hat shoulrl
happen first, second, third, ancl so forth. Set
deadlines for each part. Nou' .vou can mor.ritor youl
plogl'ess and enjov the satisfaction of "doing some-
thing." It may take a little longer than you originallv
thought. But you u'on't be u'asting all Lhat time
being overu'helmed.

Finally, you're stalling because you really
hate what you're doing.

Could it be that .\'ou're ir.r the u'rong job?
Ma.ybe it's the pr:eaching that's har.:l fu. 1,ru,

getting up before an auclience. That's u'h.1, you r,vait
'til Saturday to i.r'rite your sermon, lvhich rreans
you're ill-prepared, r,l'hich mealls Sundal goes badly,
u'hich means ;1,ou hate preaching even more.

Perhaps you have problems u'ith ckrse contact
rvith othe,rs. Or the church paperu'ork boggles you.

IIryF" y.9q ca1n9! get vourself exciterl about teaching
lunday Schooi. There are parts of a pastor's job
that can ber a real turn-off for some.

Rut have you evet'sat rktu'r.r antl listerl all the
things you reall1' r'elish about being a minister? Compare
your list of positive,s against .vour o\\'n list of the
things you truI1'dislike to do. Nou' krok closer, are there
rlistasteful iobs that coukl be combined u'ith en-
jol'abie ones? Are there rlistasteful j,rbs .r,,ru r.e rloing
someone else coultl takt, care ,,f? Ar;r ther.e tlistasteful
jobs you\'e doing that sirnpl.r, do not have to be done?

3. You waste time trying to figure out
what you're supposed to do.
Thev call this "role conflict." Anrl ministers

are ideal victirls. Jlinisters structure their ou'n time.
The1, hai'e no supei'r'isor. The.r' hal,e no contt.act or
cletailed iob rlescliption. Ilut thev ar.e expet,terl to per-
form an infinite vat'iet1' of .jobs. 'l'hol' uiuall.1,- u'oi'k
alone. Thel'at'e fuzzl' about the line.s betrveen u.ork,
famil.v, r'eci'eation artrl personal privacl'. Theiriob
is not fllled u'ith nreasurable results. An<l finali.r', a
minister's i ob is universallt' misunrler.storxl bv la.vpeoplt,.

But 1'ouls is not the onlv.job in the ii'or.lrt thal
is not unclerstoori orappleciated. Wor.king ntotht,r's havt,
t'clle conflicts. t()(). Even r.ron-solking mo[[s1,s.
Teachers are often unr:ertaiu of w'hat's t,-ruecturl of
thenl. Su al'e tertlaget's. Remt.mbt,r'thlrl .

Let': look at role-conflict as it relates to the
misuse of tinre: Piistot's are likelv to have problems
in choosing betu'een jcib priorities. How much
time shoukl r-oti be spencling on sel'mon writing. coun-
seling, aclrninist t'at ion?

Pastors have riifficultv choosing betu,een theiru'ork
anrl their'privatr lives. (\\'hen 'ul'as the last time
vou larnell- tt'ieri to erplain to .your familv rvhy you
u'oulrln't be honre after supper?)

Pastors rLrn't kr.iou'hou'to deal u'ith aciministrative
duties. (Horv can r-ou minister to your flock u'hile
recruiting fot'nreetings, follon'ing up on committees,
keeping lecolrls. nraking report-s, more recruiting
firr Sutttlal Sc}.i,,,,1. nremberships and rin and on?)

Dealing with role conflict.
Speerl Leas has a thorough plan fol this

prroblerr. He outlines it completel.v in his book TIME
MANAGEIIE\T: A WORKING GUIDI.I FOR
('HUR('H LF-Al)ERS. Bric,fly, the Leas solution
involves three basic steps:

1. Analr-ze u'hat vou're rloing nou'aml horv much
time 1'ou spencl at it. Thi-s step relie-s on your
comn'ritrnent to keeping vet'y accurate records
for a specific length^of iime.'After clecicling
u'hich tasks 1'ou enjo1, and need and those .\'ou
dislike an<l rloii't need . . .

2. \bu begin rnaking choices. You involve othet's
tfamilr'. the churc'h board) in this process, 

]

getting their vie'"r's, keeping theil neetls in mind. 
]il. You make I'our plan. You use voul neu-fuund 
]

kno',r'ledge of -vour "Body-time" (are 1'ou ]

be.st at ri'riting in the mrirning? Or late at night?).
Incorporate planning for intensity, diversitv
and improvement. You plan forspecific results.
Anri 1'ou split things into short and long-
range goals.
Nort', once \.ou have .vour monthl.y plan and
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I l o, u: come to a clecision on just ht,u. many hours
.vou shoukl be spen<ling on the.iob. so see
youlchurch board. Te[them t6at aFterhearing
their priorities you u,oulcl like to sJggest that
I'ou rvork X hours per week or mont"['. Tell them
hor.v.1,'ou arrived af that figure ura ,.t, if tfrey
feel it's appropriate

Share r,r'ith the boarrl .your.job goals for the
nert .year, u'hile 5'ou're at it. This-can be used for
evaluation later. It's better to be juclgecl b., - "

1,our criteria than someone else's"standarris. Be_
sirles, yo-u'll be setting up some of the feeclback
you need to avoid fur[her role_conflict.

4. The.only thing vv_orse than having too
much to do-having nothing to d;. - -

. Speed Leas discoverecl that when a pastorwants
to le.ave. a r:ongregat ion,20% of the time'it is because
the .lob helrl no challenge, no potential for growth.

Think of that. While most ministers are harried
and over-extended-a fullZfrTo are... borecl!
_ --They're bored because there's no intellectual

challenge. No nearb.y cultural or educational
oppoftunities. Because there are too few people to work
with and any more projects woulcl ou"rt^iifh" tlry"^'^
congregation.

They're bored because the congregation is focusecl
on one tiny ethnic or age group that n-as closed itself
even to its minister. Suc-h.a confregation cannot grou..
Even when it's situaterl in a la-rge';i[t: 

-*

You can make a cha[enge where there is none.
Assuming you can't, or clon't u.ant to, make

,,,1?r* at,this ti,me., then you must provirie ).ouro\\.nchallenge by u'idening your horizoni and setling
goals tbr yourself that demand excellence.

to grou,. Which means you do nof have to limityour efforts to your present congregatiori. you mustnot neglecr thoie in you" cnrrgel Ur'ijin." tf,"vare not fillins vour rime nou., flh;y p;rb.jtly r.rtdn,tsuffel from y:oirr.involvement with neu. souls.
__ .._Lu^T_"-qer. ho\.\'ever. th.at merely escaping
ln_,lrt1qp)' srtuation is not the answer. you'murst havea clear ldea o1 

_vvhat 
you,re trying to accomplish.

Lnoose a specrtic area and become an expertin it. (lt coutd be ministeiing-i; th;ftil.'forinstance.
pr 4ou could be an ex_pert o-n churchin-r'.i.. 0.runfl-ralslng. 0r u.orld hunger.)

Nou. use vour non_chailenging setting as anarena for studv and research in vo"ur ner,r.'specialty.
Set ob.jectives.

,- ..^13.,1y. find a,r,r'ay to use.and share your expeftisern your own neu.sletter. writing articlesi i"rAlrlt " -
discu.ssions or workshops.

If vou discover hon.to'challenge yourself, you,llhave found a r.r'hole ne\\. lrle.

TheMinistersLire & C,asualry Union
Ministers Life Building . Minneapolis, Minn. 55416 . (6tZ) gZ: _7131

. f!g_i.,,!"t,tttetiott ur-this_pa ttrphlet rrox adapterl
II.oIII TIME MANAGEMENT: A,wonKixc GT]IDEFOR CHURCH LEADERS, ba Spiii'd.'Lno,
.li' o 

_r 
t t t h e C r e oti u e L eo rl e r s.h.i p ri,i{r- i i ru ai y-' L u t e E .Schalle.r. Cgna.riOht 19zs Abingd.on. 

"--.-
Other books thet meu het"p pastors u,ith tinteproblems;

^__ STRATEGY FOR LIVING: HOW TO MAKE
THg pESr usq oF youR rrME-ANd entiifurs
b11 E.rlu,nrrl R. Dayton ond Ted W. iirJ,:otn. GtL
P,r bl 1sn1 1 u,,s, G l e i rlo I e, C r lifi,,.,i i',,-' 

r'''' "
_ - _ _y+_N AGr I{G yoLr R ri M o : p R AC T r C ALGLiIDELINES OI{ THE EFFETTNi'|I'SU OE TIJIE

.You start by sorving seecls u.here planis are likely
b_g Te.d W. E ttgstt.om attd R. Aii U*Xiirir.
Z o t tcl e rL, a r t P u bl i sh i n g H ou s e, G rond. R opid s, M ic lt i q a i iYtom p. 14

Historical Review of the floctrine of ,,Clenn and Unclean Meats,,
in the Church of C,od (Seventh Day)

Robert Coulter

_ ln 1974, the North American Regional Ministerial
Council, serving Conference churcf,es in the United
States and Canada, revised the entire tract contain-
ing the "Doctrinal Beliefs of the Church of God (Sev-
enth Day)." The statement adopted on the clean and
unclean in 1974 is the one which is still in effect.
Under the general heading, ,,Food,,'A"ii"t" 

No. 24 is
entitled "Clean and Unclean." It states, .,God's plo-
ple are to use for flesh food only those animals, birds,
and fish which were designated by Him for that puri
pose. All others are to bL regarded as unclean andunfit for human consumption-.',

,. In summary, the pages of the Church's publica-
tions, beginning witli tie Hope of Israel traces theattitude and concern of the Clurch of Coa i" ."g."J
to.the subject of the clean and unclean meats. The
subject was no doubt studied and debated to greater
lengths outside the pages of the Aduiate than inthat medium. But articles contained in thl magazine
appear to reflect accurately the manner in whi-ch the

Church approached the subject and the transitions
which occurred in its thinking.

What is true of the Church-,s attitude toward the
clean and unclean meats also applies to several sub-jects. In the earliest days of its history, it had Iittle or
no concern for a variety of subjects. 'ihe Chu""h was
slow-to develop positions on L number of subjects
which.are now very much a part of its disciptine. The
sub.lects of the use of tobacco, unclean meats,
alcoholic beverages, tithing and the manner of the
observance of the Lord,s Supper, were of little con_
cern to the Church in the nineteenth century. Atfirst these were matters in which individuais Lxer-
1ised, 

tfeir orrn judgment. As corporate conceprs
lPg"t. them began to develop witliin the Churlh,
differing-opinions were treated with leniency in the
sense of tolerance. As more definite opinions
develo.ped, 

-supported by Bible texts, tolerance gave
way. Th.e Church began to seek for conformity on"thepart of its membership.
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BEREAVEMENT RESOURCES SECTION

at ional Commi ttee on the Treatrnent of I ntract-:.,_....-ble Pain: Judith H. Quattle[:aum, [,resident

RESOURCES FOR HELPERS

d Executive Director. A non-profit corpo-
ration organized to promote education and re-

arch on more effective management and alle-
iation of intractable pain--particularly

that which is beyond tlle control of available
rugs and conventional techniques. p.0. Box
!/l , Wash i ngton, D. C 2003\.

RESOURCES FOR SURVIVORS

Fetal and Newborn Loss Support Group is a
lo."l s-rt-f.r;ny paril'l-who EII-I ost a
baby during pregnancy, labor, del ivery or
fol low i ng b i rth. The group meets for d i scus-
s ion and support at the Rose Med ical Center
in the Chapel on the second and fourth
Thursdays of each month. There is no charge
for membership and part icipants ,rdy continue
in the group as long as they desire. For fur-
ther infornrat ion arrd to be put on the ma il ing
list call the Parerrt Education Group at 320-
2713, Group Leaders are Mary Krugman, R.N.,

, S. , Coord i nator of Parent Educat ion , (home
umber 770-2540) and K.tren Harvey, R.N.,H.S.,
ead Nurse on the post-del ivery unit, (honre
unber 756-3794).

MEDIA REVIEW

ose Who Mourn. A sensitive six minute color
ili-sh-orring a young wife facing her grief

after her husbandrs sudden accidental death.
Henrory f'l ashbacks and montage create a dra-
matic effect, Some scenes are in black and

i te syrnbol izing the lrarstrrress of death,
ile her memories are in color representing

the warmth of I ife. An excel lent discussion
starter. Appropriate for the bereaved and
the general pubIic. (gI30.00 purchase, g10.
00 rental, free preview from Teleketics, 12
29 South Santee St reet , Los Anqel es , CA 900
15) .

The Detour, A'sometimes shocking film of a

m^q old ,oman's care at the hands of a hos-
pital staff--nurse, doctor, orderly, chaplain-
-Fol lowing an apparent stroke that leaves her
unable to tal k. The ent i re 58 minute color
f ilm is shot fronr the [)ers[)ective of the
woman Iyir;g in her bed v;itl-r lrer thouqhts nar-
rated for the vier/{)r. An i:xcr:llent, sensi-
tizinq tcaclrin(l rcsour-ct: for lrcalth prof(.s,-
sionals. (S6gS.00 p,urclr.rsc, g6!.00 r'cntal
f rorn Phoenix Filns, lnc., It70 t,arl, Avcrrrrt'
South, New York, N.Y. 10016).

Dgad f,lan. This is a four minute video expe-
rience with an unknown dead body. lt is un-
comfortable to view, but can be used in grief
educat ion to he I p students exami ne the i r
feelings and discomfort in facing their ornrn
mortal i ty. (a fi lm by Richard Biack, pro-
duced by Robert Neale for the Foundation of
Thanatology, P.0. Box ll9l, Brooklyn, N.y.
11202 $40.00 purchase , 525.00 rental for
one week) .

BOOK REVIEWS

9eeth, Grief and Widowhood: Experiences in
Pain and Growth by Ruth Moro, parallax prEls,
P.o. Box 

'iS[, 
g"rkley, CA g\loi, 1979, S

3.75 in paperback. Personal account of the
gr ief expe r i ences of a th i rty year ol d w idow
following her husband,s suicide. Written
nearly a year and a hal f fol lowing her hus-
bandrs death, after which she Iost her unborn
chi ld. Addressed to grievers, friends and
professionals r.iith many valuable insights as
to what is helpful and what is not for the
person in grief.

0n Being Alone: lBfA - AARP - AIM Guide for
W i dowed Pe rsons bf-JE-mes-ileetEi-son-Ii? 

-Your Retirement Widowhood Guide bv the edi-
torial staff of AARP and NRTA. These two
pract ical phamplets on coping wi th widowhood
are ava i I ab I e free from the Widowed persons
Service of the American Association of Re-
tired Persons and the National Retired Tea-
chers Association at l9l9 K Street, N.W.,
Wash i ng ton , D. C . 200\9 .

Therers a Rainbour Behind Everv Dark Cloud
by the Cenrer for Atti tudinal Heal ing, l!
Main Street, Tiburon, CA 94920,1978: S5.
!! in paperback. Eleven chi ldren from eight
to eighteen years of age share their expe-
riences wi th terminal i I lnesses. Using
words and many of the i r own i I I ust rat ions,
the book focuses on the ways they helped
each other cope wi th the fear that they
might die.

Nursirrg ttre Dying Patient by Charlotte Ep-
stein, Reston Publishing Cornpany, lnc,,
Reston, VA, .l975, 

$8.95. A practical reach-
er's handirook thal outl ines techniques for
assist ing students and practing nurses in ef-
fectively arrd personal ly treating persons who
arc dyinq. Ilrerr: is a central emplrasis on
lreightr-nr:ri self-ar.;areness in the many exercise
r,rhit:h allorv a healthy give and take in the
qr-icf r:tltt,-,tt ion process.

Reprinted with the permissi-cn of Grief Education Institute Newsfetter, JufrJ, f980, p.O. Box 23,
EngTewood, CO 80151.
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ffivol. t- Newyork:

Book Rev'iews of the Month. Vo1 . l_ Ft.@;si;;i du,inu,y,
F l emi ng L i brar.y, 1962_
9ggls.Revjgw Index. Vol. l_ Detrojt: GateKesearch Company, 1965_

DICTIONARIES
Cheyne, Thomas Ke11y and Black, J. Sutherland,

ffi. + vois.'ruew iorr<: i,1ac-

9:hTgr, Henry Snyder, ed. The New l,iestmjnsterulctlonaly of the Bjbte. pffi
mrnster Press, -970l--._

.,.l,,
supp tementary volume, New york: Abinqaon pleis,
1962.

WONDBOOKS
Botterweck, G. Johannes,^a!g Ringgren, He.lner,+**':+::to?i:*U'+: :
Grand Rap i ds : l.^Ji I I j am B. Eer jmans -. 1gt 4_Brown, Co1 in, ed. The New tnteiniilonat D.i c_lionary gr ruew Tesffi
Lxeter: Paternbffi
Ki ttel , Gerhard, ed. Theoioqi.ii D i cti onarvor the New Testament.ffi
@i.v.-io;;l;.'i,anc
Rapids : Eerdmans, )964--1976.

LEXICONS
Arndt, l^Jilliam F., ed. A Greek_Enqlish Lexj_con of the New t".tamen@

t cago:@press, tsal'.-
PRACTICAL MINISTRY

9uppt, -Donald, Counseling and preachjnq: 
A

Collins, Gary R., Christian Counselino: A
gompfgnensivg Guiaffi
Jcna I ter, Lyle E., par.i sh pianning, Nashvi I le:

Books for Your Library

you are a very busy pasto. ?;";:i,T;li.like to be selectiire aO6u[-irl. n"r[, you reao.
I:y.1u, you soins to aciompiirr.,-iiii withoutnavlng to read every book .in the areas youare interested? One way to do this-is toread the book rev.iews_in Oiu.ir. *iguzines,for example Theolo

c*##*,
want to suggest some books.i ndrtferent areas which have been hetpfut to

me . I hope they can benef .i t you . 
- " '

BOOK REWEWS

by Steve &ightbitt

PRESCRIPTION FOR PREACHING
by Woodrow Michael Kroll
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, MI278 pages
$9.95 Hardback

, . 0f the many excellent books on thesuDJect ot preaching, most busy pastors needdown-to-earth oractiiat aovice'n5["iengthyphi losophizing' and *reoriiirg-o;-.rit, thingsas Augustine,s allegoricat iiteipreiation ofthe parable of the good samariiai.--

thunffirJ;.uo?o..
pfgctical instruction that sf,rorfJ iiidi lisently studied) improve-tn. ;r;iitv or
!:jn_::"T:n preparation anJ J"iiJ".v. Evenfor. the 1ay leader *r,oi"-=p"iIing-uirign_
ments ,are comparatively fewer, iiii'oootprovides a sol jd founditjon ,pon *[jch tobuild an effect.ive speakirs ;i"S";r.

. ^, 
Thg rea 1 ,,guts,, of th i s book .i s foundrn.Lnaprers / through 10. The author main_tains.tha-t,,improper preparation andorganlzatton of sermon mater.ial cannot be

Til"-ill:]l]9ible bv even u s;uut-i;1ivery."
r ne author zeroes .in on the basic of soundpreparation w.ith such topics as: ih.
!99nani cs, of preparati onj eJements 

'or 
a eooA

:::rol;. l!u, Component parts of a Sermon;an0, A practical Approach to Homiletjcs.

,,,_- Bgfo.e you dism.i ss these topics as''roo 
9 tementary,' or simply a review of whatyot1. glready know, keep in"m.ind-thil ior_getttng the bas-ics.is the fjrst step to in_effective sermonizing. fnese-ihipilrs otte.much-needed jnstruction, and p;;;lj;practi cal al ternat.i ves to the' often_used"hop, skip, and jump_arouna_the_gible,

routine so popular these days. 
- 

As-a bonusf or those who want to learn" h;,, l; ico th.,.r^homework , 
,, the author i nc t uOei a 

-iurte, 
otdemonstrat'ion sermon preparation apfroact'resand preaching outlines you may want'to

" borrow. "

If it's been a while since you,ve.looked at a book on preaching, o6nit'hesitate to took thjs one ouEi .ir.iut ry.
f1! Oon't.be surprised if Uoifr yJu'unC yor.congregation notice the .improvement. 
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ABS HIGHLIGHTS SCRIPTURES
FOR THE DISABLED

ff, d*

NEt^l Y0RK, March -- l98l has been declared the
Year of the Disabled.

In this photo a hearing-impaired boy
focuses on the story of the Birth of Jesus in
Signed Engf ish. Signed English js a pictorial
presentation of the narrator highl ighting the
signs and providing oral cues through facial ex-
press'i ons .

In keeping with its tradit'ion since lB34
to supply the Holy Scriptures to the bljnd and
visually handicapped, the American Bib'le Society
last year d'istributed more than 3,950 Braille
Bibles to visually-impaired peop'le throughout the
United States. Cassettes and records accounted
for more than .l76,750 in sales, and Iarge print
B'ibles and New Testaments were distributed to
more than 77,000 people.

This year marks the l47th annjversary of the
American Bible Society's work with the blind.
For the hearing impaired, Signed English
Scriptures were received by more than 7,000
people.

,er, Colorado 80233 U.S.A.
+
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